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Year  to  year  changes  in  supplies  of  feed 
concentrates  give  some  indication  of  changes 
which  will  occur  in  the  production  of  meat  during 
the  calendar  year  following  the  grain  harvest. 
On  the  basis  of  indications  in  July,  total  sup- 
plies of  feed  grain  and  other  feed  concentrates 


for  the  1950— M  feeding  season  will  be  second 
only  to  the  record  supplies  of  last  year.  In  view 
of  the  large  supply  of  feed  concentrates,  total 
production  of  meat  in  1931  probably  will  be 
moderately  more  than  in  1950. 
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SUI'/mRY  -  ^ 

Output  of  meat,  now  at  its  ses^sonal  lov/,  will  increase  gradually 
through  the  rest  of  the  year.    Production  in  October- Dec  ember  is  expect?- 
ed  to  be  slightly  larger  than  a  year  earlier.    The  gain  will  be  in  pork, 
largely  because  of  the  3  percent  increase  in  the  spring  pig  crop,  and  in 
the  better  grades  of  beef.     The  quantity  of  beef  produced  from  grass 
cattle  probably  v/ill  be  about  the  same  as  in  the  fall  of  1949. 

Prices  for  meat  and  meat  animals  are  expected  to  decline  seasonal- 
ly this  fall,  but  to  be  generally  high.    Strengthening  consumer  demand 
due  to  increased  defense  programs  may  limit  some  of  the  seasonal  decline 
in  prices  associated  with  increased  fall  marketings. 

Total  supplies  of  meat  for  the  second  half  of  1950  will  include 
about  the  same  quantity  from  cold  storage  stocks  and  from  imports  as  in 
the  second  half  of  1949.    Although  greater  than  average  amounts  of  meat 
were  withdravm  from  cold  storage  during  June,,  cold  storage  stocks  on 
July  1  werff  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 

Consumption  of  meat  per  person  in  t'le  October-December  quarter  is 
expected  to  be  up  a  little  from  the  37.3  pounds  in  that  quarter  last  year. 
For  1950  as  a  whole,  consumption  per  person  is  expected  to  about  equal  the 
144  pounds  in  1949. 

Prices  of  meat  animals  and  meats  have  generally  advanced  since  mid-. 
April.    The  increase  in  prices  of  lambs  and  of  Choice  grade  cattle,  hov/ever, 
was  relatively  small.    Demand  for  meat  has  been  strong  this  spring  and 
summer,  although  short  of  the  record  demand  of  the  summer  of  1948.  The 
seasonal  increase  in  marketings  this  fall  may  result  in  moderately  large 
price  declines  for  hogs  and  smaller  declines  for  the  better  grades  of  Beef, 
cattle.    No  significeint  drop  for  the  lower  grades  of  beef  cattle  is  in 
prospect,  because  demand  for  feeder  cattle  is  likely  to  remain  strong 
through  the  fall.    Sheep  and  lamb  pnces  are  expected  to  follow  about  the 
usual  seasonal  pattern  of  a  small  decline  in  early  fall,  and  to  continue 
high. 

In  the  first  5  months  this  year,  2  percent  fewer  lambs  and  year- 
lings but  ^5  percent  more  mature  sheep  (mostly  ewes)  were  slaughtered  under 
Federal  inspection  than  a  year  earlier.    Because  of  this  increase  in 
slaughter  of  ewes  it  is  possible  that  sheep  numbers  will  be  reduced  again 
in  1950. 

A  moderate  reduction  in  the  number  of  cattle  and  calves 
slaughtered  so  far  this  year  compared  with  last,  together  with  larger 
numbers  of  breeding  stock    on  January  1,  points  to  another  increase  in 
cattle  numbers  in  1950. 
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Another  lar§;G  corn  crop  and  larger  production  of  oats  and  barley 
than  in  1949  is  in  prosp'3ct  for  this  year.    \Vith  a  heavy  carry-over, 
dominated  by  unusually  large  stocks  of  corn,  supplies  of  feed  concen- 
trates per.anima]  unit  will  be  nearly  as  large  as  the  record  supply  of 
the  last  year»    Hay  supplies  \7±11  be  ample,  probably  near  record  per  hay- 
consuming  anir.al  unit.     The  prospeotive  large  supply  of  corn  on  farns  \7lll 
support  fanners'  earlier  intentions  to  keep  irore  sov/s  for  fell  farrov.-ing. 
It  may  also  result  in  slaughter  vreights  of  hogs  close  to  those  of  last 
year,  and  may  ba  followed  by  another  winter  of  large  numbers  of  cattle  fed 
on  grain  for  slaughter, 

REVIM  AND  OUTLOOK 

Meat  Production 
Seasonally  Low 

Production  of  meat  in  July  vtb.s  seasonally  lower  than  in  previous 
months  but  as  large  or  slightly  larger  than  a  year  earlier.  Preliminary 
data  indicate  that  of  the  fdur  meats,  only  production  of  veal  vms  sub- 
stantially smaller  than  a  year  earlier. 

Slaughter  of  grass- fed  cattle  from  rant';;e  and  pasture  has  been  in- 
creasing recently  and  is  expected  to  rise  seasonally  until  about  October. 
Slaughter  of  grain-fed  cattle  is  also  incrersing.     However,  through  July 
the  number  of  grain- fed  cattle  claughtered  continued  smaller  than  last 
year,  as  it  had  been  in  nearly  all-  previous  r.ionths  of  1950,  Although 
about  8  percent  more  cattle  were,  on  grain  feed  for  mxrket  in  11  Com  Belt 
States  on  Aoril  1  than  in  the  previous  April,  slauf;hter  of  grain- fed 
cattle  failed  to  increase  as  much  this  suirmer  as  last,     i'^any  of  the  cattle 
v:ere  put  on  feed  last  v/inter  at  lighter  v.eights  than  a  year  earlier  end 
were  scheduled  for  later  slaughter  dates* 

The  larger  inventory  of  cattle  on  feed  in  the  Com  Belt  on  April  1, 
together  with  increased  receipts  of  stocker  end  feeder  cattle  acd  smaller 
marketings  than  lart  year,  resulted  in  34  percent  more  cattle  on  feed  in 
that  area  July  1  than  a  j'-ear  ago.     About  74  percent  of  the  July  1  inven- 
tory is  expected  to  be  marketed  before  -October  1,  according  to  July  1 
intentions.     About  27  percent. of  these  cattle  are  intended  lor  market  in 
August  and       percent  in  September.     If  those  intentions  are  carried  out 
the  number  of  head  marketed  in  September  will  be  greatly  increased  over 
last  year.     Consequently,  slaughter  of  grain-fed  cattle  may  soon  regain 
its  1949  level  and  exceed  it  later  in  the  season.     Slaughter  of  all  cattle 
is  not  expected  to  decrer.se  as  much  lat.T  this  ye.ir  as  it  did  in  1949. 

In  the  week  ending  July  29,  for  the  fix'st  time  this  year,  the  number 
of  steers  grading  Choice  or  Prime  at  Chica^i;o  exceeded  the  number  grading 
Good.     This  reflected  the  increased  proportion  of  long-fed  cattle  from  feed 
lots.    Well- finished  cattle  are  expected  to  comprise  a  major  part  of 
receipts  until  late  in  tlie  year,  v.her^  such  cattle  become  seasonelly  in 
shorten  supply. 
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Table  1.-,  llumber,  and  average  weight  of  hogs  received  at  7  midvrestern 
markets,  by  weeks,  ^ilay-July,  1949  and  1950 


Number  received 


5  JT 

1950 

•  * 
• 

1949  ■. 

Week 

:     Sows  &s  : 

• 

.  :  Sows 

as 

ended 

5     Sows  : 

All  hogs  :percentage"  : 

Sov/s 

:A11  hogs 

:  percentage 

:of  all  hogs: 

• 
• 

:of  all 

hogs 

:l,0i00  head 

1,000  head    Percent  1 

,000  head  1,000  head  Percent 

M&y  6 

:  16,3 

206.1' 

8 

11.3 

192.3 

6 

May  13 

!  21.6 

209.9. 

10 

12.7 

185.1 

7 

l/Iav  20  ! 

:  23.4 

214.7 

■  11 

^  15.7 

174.1 

9 

May^  27  i 

\    3D.  6 

201.5 

15  ' 

22.4 

192.9 

12 

June  .  3  1 

r  - 

!     34. 4 

183.5 

19 

'  27.5 

177.3 

15 

June  10  ! 

i,-.  49.1 

229.9 

21 

37.7 

202.9 

19 

June  17;  ! 

t  ,6Q.8 

209.4 

29 

50.7 

189.9 

27 

June  24  ! 

65.9 

208,3 

,   32  ' 

61.6 

185.3 

33 

July    1  ! 

79.7 

one;  Q 

39 

78.0 

cUi.U 

oy 

July    8  J 

'  67.3 

158.3 

43 

81.9 

181.2 

45 

July  15  ! 

95.8 

225.1 

4$ 

89.4 

211.6 

,  42 

July  22  ! 

.  '91.7 

201.4 

46 

82.8 

186.4 

44 

July  29  ! 

85.7 

182.7 

47 

Average  weight 

1950 

t 

1949 

Barrows  c 

• 
• 

Barrows 

Sows 

and  : 

Sov;s 

• 
• 

and 

gilts  : 

i 

gilts 

\  Founds 

i^ounds 

4 

Pounds 

Pounds 

May    6  i 

!  406 

•236    ■ ' 

421 

250 

l-^ay  13 

396 

-•  •  ■ 

^2'35  ' 

414 

248 

rlay  20  ! 

393 

234 

406 

.  245 

my  27  ; 

389 

233 

401 

244 

June    3  i 

387 

231 

394 

244 

June  10  " 

!    ^  365 

234 

391 

241 

June  17  i 

378 

231 

387 

236 

June  24 

!  376 

227 

•  378 

234 

July    1  ■ 

r  372 

223 

..  ,375 

232 

July  8 

t  372 

224 

571 

230 

July  15  . 

!  368 

224 

368 

231 

July  22  ! 

!  369 

227 

367 

230 

July  29  ■ 

368 

227 

JULY  1950 


Production  of  pork  v;as  supported  in  early  summer  by  early  market- 
ings of  sows  again  this  year,  (table  l).    At  7  leading  midwestem  markets, 
14  percent  more  sov/s  were  received  this  June  than  in  June  1949,    Of  the 
total  number  of  sov^s  expected  to  be  slaughtered  from  May  through  August, 
approximately  one-half  had  gone  to  market  by  July  1.    The  number  of  sov/s 
slaughtered  is  likely  to  decrease  rapidly  in  late  sunrner. 

Slaughter  of  barrows  and  gilts  was  at  its  seasonal  low  in  July, 
Within  the  next  several  weeks,  hogs  from  the  1950  spring  pig  crop  will 
begin  arriving  at  market  in  sizable  numbers. 

Several  factors  underlie  the  prospects  fpr  early  datfls  of  hog  market- 
ings.   A  larger  proportion  of  the  spring  pig  crpp  was  farrowed  before  the 
first  of  April  this  year  than  last.    Price  discounts  for  heavy  hogs,  in- 
creasing during  the  summer,  will  encourage  marketings  at  light  weights  at 
the  beginning  of  the  fall  season.    The  fact  that  many  producers  obtained 
comparatively  high  prices  for  hogs  by  marketing,  before  the  seasonal  price 
decline  last  year  probably  will  lead  to  early  mfirketings  again  this  year. 

In  each  month  since  July  1949,  the  live  weight  of  hogs  slau^tered 
under  Federal  inspection  has  averaged  lighter  than  in  the  same  month  a  year 
earlier.    During  the  suirmer,  average  slaughter  weights  for  all  hogs  in- 
creases because  of  the  high  proportion  of  sows  in  the  total.  Nevertheless, 
reports  from  7  midv/estem  markets  indicate  that  the  market  weights  of  barrows 
and  gilts  continue  lighter  than  last  year.    The  wei^ts  at  these  markets  in 
June  averaged  8  pounds  lower  than  in  June  1949,    This  fall,  however,  slaughter 
v/eights  are  likely  to  approach  those  of  corresponding  periods  in  1949,     It  is 
unlikely  that  prices  during  the  fedl  months  will  be  such  as  to  make  early 
marketing  of  underf inished  hogs  profitable. 

Total  meat  production  in  the  July- September  quarter  is  expected  to  be 
near  that  of  the  same  quarter  last  year.    Withdrawals  from  cold  storage  hold-  ) 
ings  and  imports  of  meat  are  not  expected  to  be  greatly  different  from  last 
year.    Stocks  of  meat  held  in  cold  storage  on  July  1  were  633  million  pounds 
compared  with  612  million  last  year,  v.-ith  beef  stocks  dovm  about  13  million 
pounds  and  pork  up  almost  47  million  pounds.     Imports  of  meat  and  meat  animls 
may  be  slightly  above  those  of  last  year,  unless  importation  is  restricted. 
Imports  from  Canada  for  the  first  5  months  this  year  showed  a  considerable  in- 
croaso  over  the  same  months  of  1949  (table  2).    With  meat  supplies  about  the 
same  as  a  ye^r  earlier  and  the  population  a  little  larger,  consumption  per  por 
son  in  the  third  quarter  may  be  slightly  smaller  than  the  34.6  pounds  last  yoov 

I.fore  h'eat  in  Last  Quarter 

Consumption  of  all  meats  per  person  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1950 
promises  to  be  a  little  above  the  37,3  pounds  consumed  in  the  same  quarter  of 
1949,    Output  this  fall  will  increase  seasonally  at  a  faster  rate  than  last 
year.    Total  production  of  pork  and  better  grades  of  beef  in  that  period  is  1 
expected  to  exceed  last  year.    Marketings  of  hogs  probably  will  be  up,  about 
in  proportion  to  the  3  percent  increase  over  last  year  in  the  spring  pig  crop. 
Production  of  pork,  however,  may  increase  less  if  average  weights  of  hogs 
slaughtered  continue  lifter  than  a  year  earlier.    Total  output  of  beef  may  be] 
up  some\/hat  this  fall  from  last.    The  increase  will  come  largely  from  grain-fe^ 
cattle.     Output  of  veal  and  of  lamb  and  mutton  this  fall  will  probably  be  belor 
that  of  a  year  earlier. 
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Hog  Prices  in  July 

Above  Last  Year  ;  i 

Prices  of  barroivs  and  gilts  at  Chicago  I'ire re  steady  in  June  ^d  then 
climbed  rapidly  in  the  first  part  of  July.     Prices  of  barro\vs  and  ^ilts 
rose  |4.73  from  mid- June  to  mid- July,  and  in  the  week  ending  July  15  were 
$2,55  above  those  in  the  same  week  of  1949,    The  high  percentage  of  sows 
in  total  marketings  and  the  low  prices  for  lard  and  for  fat  cuts  relative 
to  prices  of  lean  cuts  have  tended  to  depress  the  price  of  heavier  hogs. 
The  spread  in  price  between  medium  and  heavy  weights  of  barrows  and  gilts, 
although*  not  as  great  as  last  summer,  has  continued  to  widen. 

Good  Cattle  Prices  Strong; 
Lower  Grades  Decline 

Prices  of  Good  grade  slaughter  steers  at  Chicago  ^fluctuated  around 
'  J^SCOO  per  100  pounds  during  early  summer.    Prices  of  lower  grades  this 
spring  and  summer  continued  to  increase  until  early  June  and  have  been 
relatively  steady  since  that  time.    Prices  of  Common  grade  slaughter 
steers  at  Chicago  fell  only  from  ^^25  ,  56  the  week  of  June  8  to  ui^24,S5  the 
week  ending  July  20,  .  .   -  . 

Prices  of  the  better  grades  of  cattle  my  decline  somev/hat  this 
fall  as  supplies  of  these  grades  remain  large  and  total  supplies  of  meat 
increase.     ITo  large  decline  in  price  of  the  lower  grades  is  expected, 
since  demand  for  feeder  cattle  is  likely  to  be  Strong  throu^out  the  fall. 

The  spread  between  prices  of  feeder  steers  at  Kansas  City  and  of 
Good  grade  slaughter  steers  at  Chicago  increased  slowly  from,  the  first  of 
filay  until  early  July,    However,  it  is  still  rather  narrow  for  this  time 
of  year.     Demand  for  feeder  cattle  has  been  very  active  during  most  of 
1950  and  is  likely  to  continue  so« 

The  smaller  number  of  feeder  stock  available  compared  with  last 
year  and  higher  prices  for  feeds  may  restrict  cattle  feeding  this  winter. 
Inventories  of  feeder  stock  on  January  1  in  the  principal  western  pro.duo- 
ing  States  v;ere  lower  than  a  year  earlier.     Present  prospects  are  that 
demand  for  beef  v;ill  continue  strong  but  higher  prices  for  feeds  and  the 
continued  high  prices  of  feeder  cattle  will  tend  to  hold  down  returns  from 
feeding  this  next  year. 

The  major  exception  to  this  prospect  is  the  effect  of  defense  ex- 
penditures on  prices  of  slaughter  cattle  next  winter  and  spring  --  and 
therefore  on  returns  from  feeding.    However,  any  extreme  rise  in  general 
commodity  prices  would  probably  be  restrained  by  Government  action. 

Because  of  seasonally  small  supplies,  prices  of  hogs  will  probably 
hold  near  recent  ].evels  in  the  next  few  weeks.    But  price  trends  are  ex- 
pected to  be  seasonally  downward  as  soon  as  marketings  increase  materially. 
The  decline  during  the. fall  will  probably  be  no  greater  than  the  usual 
seasonal  decrease  of  18-20  percent  between  September  and  December,     No  hog 
price  support  program  has  been  announced  for  this  fall  to  limit  the  extent 
to  which  prices  may  decline. 
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The  Upward  trend  in  prices  of  meats  is  likely  to  be  reversed  as 
soon  as  fall  marketings  of  livestock  begin  in  volume.    Unless  demand  in- 
creases much  more,  m^t  prices  may  be  relatively  lower  this  fall  than  now» 

r       '  ■  '  '  ' 

Heifer  Slatfjghter  Dp-wn 
From  1949 

In  the  first  5  months  of  this  year,  1,482 ,000  cows  were 
slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection,  4  percent  more  than  the  1,427,000 
slaughtered  in  the  same  moftths  last  year.    However,  the  number  of  heifers 
slau^tered?"^  dropped  from  664,000  to  591,000,  or  11  percent.     The  combined 
number    of  bows  and  heifers  slaughtered  Under  Federal  inspection  in  January- 
l^ay  this  year  vras  1  percent  smaller  than  last  year  and  was  5.0  percent  of 
the  number  6f  cows  and  heifers  2  years  old  and  over  on  farms  Januaiy  1 
compared  with  5.2  percent  last  year.    This  indicates  that  the  number  of 
breeding  stock  on  farms  for  future  herd  expansion  is  being  maintained.. 


Table  3.-  Federally  inspected  slaughter  of  cattle  and  calves,  and 
sheep  and  lambs,  by  classes,  January- May  1944-50  l/  . 


Class 


Cattle 

Steers  •••••»•••••.• 

Heifers  

Cows  ••••••••••••••» 

Cows  and  heifers  ... 
Bulls  and  stags  •••• 

Total  cattle  2/ 
Canner  and  cutter  zj 
Calves  •»«••*••••••• 

Total  cattle  and 
calves 


Sheep  and  lambs 

Lambs  and  yearlings 
Sheep  • t • • •  •  •  t  •  •  •  •  •  I 

Total  sheep , and 


lambs  2/  , 


1944  :  1945 
: 
; 


1946 


1947  ::  1948 


1949. 


1950 


1950  as 
a  per- 
centage 

of 
1949 


Thous.  Thous.  Thous.  Thous.  Thous.  Thous.  Thous.  Percent 


2,790 

2,860 

2,319 

3,229 

2,551 

3,002 

2,926 

97 

575 

671 

477 

862 

593 

664 

591 

89 

1,938 

1,387 

1,977 

1,755 

1,427 

1,482 

104 

2,172 

2,609 

1,864 

2,839 

2,348 

2,091 

2,073 

99 

206 

200 

138 

172 

152 

150 

159 

106 

5,168 

5,669 

4,321 

6,240 

'5,051 

5,243 

5,158 

98 

708 

646  ■ 

377 

685 

760 

524 

500 

95 

n,576 

2,199 

3,061 

2,722 

2,651 

2,484 

94 

7,738 

8,245 

6,520 

9,301 

7,773 

7,894. 

7,641 

97 

7,214' 

7,614  • 

7,837 

6,190 

5,281 

4,346 

4,255 

98 

830 

1,135 

887 

536 

473 

320 

399 

125 

8,044 

8,749 

8,724 

5,726 

5,754 

4,666 

4,654 

100 

Based  on  reports  from  packers. 
^  Based  on  rounded  numbers, 
S]/  Included  in  number  of  total  cattle. 
Production  and  Marketing  Administration. 
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Calf  slaughter  in  January-May  was  6  percent  smaller  than  last  year. 
Slaughter  of  classes  other  than  heifers  and  calves  was  close  to  that  of  a 
year  earlier.  These  reports  indicate  that  numbers  of  all  cattle  on  ff.rms 
Januaiy  1,  1951  v/ill  be  considerably  higher  than  at  the  beginning  of  this 
year.  In  the  past,  a  smaller  slaughter  and  increased  inventory  of  calves 
usually  has  acoosipanied  a  rise  in  the  number  of  all  cattle  on  farms. 

Ewe  Slaupihter  Larger » 

Federally  inspected  slaughter  of  "sheep"  —  most  of  which  -were  ewes 
—  was  25  percent  greater  the  first  5  months  of  this  year  than  last.  Since 
lamb  and  yearling  slaughter  is  only  2  percent  less  than  last  year,  it  is 
possible  that  sheep  numbers  may  be  reduced  again  this  year.    The  small 
reduction  in  sheep  numbers  from  January  1,  1949  to  January  1,  1950,  con- 
tinued high  prices  for  lambs  and  rising  prices  for  wool,  and  a  rather  small 
sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  in  early  months  of  the  year  had  previously  suggest- 
ed that  sheep  numbers  would  not  be  reduced  further  this  year. 

New  Law  Provides  for  < 
More  Alien  Sheepherders 

Special  quota  immigration  visas  were  made  available  to  alioi  sheep- 
herders  (Public  Law  587,  81st  Congress,  signed  June  30,  1950),    This,  law 
permits  the  admission  of  250  skilled  sheepherders  during  the  ne^ct  year  from 
countries  for  v/hich  immigration  quotas  have  been  filled.    The  number  of 
sheepherders  admitted  under  this  lav;  must  be  deducted  from  subsequent 
quotas,  and  they  may  not  be  admitted  unless  offered  perr.ianent  employment. 

Adequate  Feed  Supplies 

Expected  .     .  ,  .  . 

Increased  production  of  meat  animals  in  the  months  ahead  will  be 
encouraged  by  th«  feed  supplies  in  prospect  according  ^o  the  July  1  crop 
report.    The  corn  crop  for  harvest  this  fall  end  v;int.er  was  indicated  at 
3,176  million  bushels,  only  200  million  less  than  1949,  and  275  million 
larger  than  the  1939-48  average.      Crops  of  oats  and  barley  are  expected 
to  be  greater  than  last  year.     The  sorghum  grain  crop  .may  also,  .l^Q  as 
large  as  the  large  crop  of  1949,     in  addition,  carry-overs  of.  the  four 
grains  are  unusually  large.     Stocks  of  com  in  all  pos.it4..ons  July  .1  were 
the  largest  on  record.     If  production  is  as  great  as  anticipated,  supplies 
of  feed  concentrates  per  animal  unit  in  1950  uiay  be  nearly  as  large  as  the 
record  stocks  of  1949  (table  4),     The  hay  supply  will  also  be  ample,  proba- 
bly nearly  equal  to  the  1947  record  supply  per  hay-consuming  aniiral  unit. 

Large  supplies  of  feed  usually  are  followed  by  a  large  production 
of  livestock  products.    As  was  true  in  the  last  two  years,  the  expansion 
in  livestock  in  the  year  ahead  is  likely  to  be  smaller  than  feed  supplies 
alone  would  indicate,  because  much  larger  than  normal  quantities  of  com 
and  other  grains  probably  will  be  held  in  storage,     Hov/ever,  farmers  are 
more  likely  to  carry  out  their  intentions  to  increase  the  number  of  sows 
to  farrow  fall  pigs  than  would  be  true  if  the  com  crop  v/ere  to  be  small. 
Large  feed  supplies  might  result  in  slaughter  eights  of  hogs  this  fall 
nearly  as  heavy  as  last  year.     In  addition,  the  number  of  cattle  fed  on 
grain  for  slaughter  probably  will  be  fairly  large. 
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Tafele  4,-  Feed  balance,  numbers  'of  animal  units,  and  feed  per  unit, 
IMited  States,  year  beginning  October,  average  1937-^l,£^nnual  19^^6*50 


Item  •  .[Average 

:i937-^l 


:  tons 

Stocks  beginning  of  crop  year  3/  :  l6.9 

Production       •  : 

Com  :  72.1 

Oats   ,  :  i8.l 

Barley  :  6.9 

Sorghum  grains   ;  2,2 

Total  feed  grains  produced  , . . , . ;  ■  99,3 

Other  grains  fed  5/  :  h.S 

Byproduct  feeds  for  . feed.  , ;  1^.4 

Total  supply  of  concentrates  , 1367^ 

Utilization  : 

Domestic  feed  girains  fed  85 .1 
Domestic  wheat  and  rye  fed 

Other  grain  fed  , , :  0.2 

Oilseed  cake  'and  neal  ,  :  3.9 

Animal  protein  feeds  .  :  2.9 

Other  byproduct  feeds  . :  i  '  -  8.6 

Tot'-il  concentrates  fed  ■  :  103 .  ^ 

Feed  grains  for  seed,  human  food,: 

industry,  <?.nd  export  .1.  :  12.1 

Total  utilization    11? .  h 

Total  utilization  adjusted           :  • 

to  crop  year  basis                      :  ll6.^ 

Stocks  at  end  of  crop  year  ^7  ... ;  19. 9 
Number  of  grain-consuming  animoj.  : 
units  fed  annually  October-  : 

September  (million)  6/   :  153.1 

Supply  of  all  concentrates  per  : 

animal  unit  (ton)    .8; 

Cono3ntrates  fed  per  aninal  : 

unit  (ton)   ,   ,6' 


:    19^+6  : 

19i^7  ! 

• 

• 

1949  : 

1950  2/ 

Million  Million  Million  Million  Million 

TO  Q 

1?  8 

7  7 

^0 

■^2  0 

91.0 

66.8 

103.1 

94.6 

88.9 

2k  0 

1  Q  ? 

'-J  *iy.  .. 

t^X  .  C- 

?2  ^ 

6  3 

6  7 

7  6 

5  7 

6  4 

3  •  ^ 

?  7 

^  7 

 :-r.4~ 

4/4  2 

12k 

X        «  J 

12-  8 

121  8 

6  2 

•  •  ^ 

^  0 

TOO 

X;^  , 

T  0  n 
x>  •  u 

10  7 

XV  .  ( 

x^  »  ) 

T  7 

X  1  ^  ,  u 

181  2 

1 78 

100.2 

87.1 

99'.  2 

105.9 

.  X 

^  8 

4  7 

0  T 

>  X 

0  7 

5.8 

•  6.2 

7.3 

7.6,:. 

2.3 

■  2.U 

2.4 

2.5. 

11.3 

10.4 

9.9 

9.6 

12ii.7 

112.3 

123.2 

131. 0' 

'  19.3 

•13.6 

17.8 

17.2' 

^  ll+i^.O 

125.9 

l4l.O 

li+8.2 

■  li^5.9 

126.7 

139.7 

149.2 

•  13.8 

7.7 

30.3 

32.0 

* 

•  161, h 

155.7 

162..  7 

169.0 

169.0 

1  .99 

.86 

l.o4 

1.07 

1.06 

?  .77 

.72 

.76 

.78 

2/  Based  on  indications  in  July  I95O, 

2/  Stockfj  in  all  positions  of  coiti  October  1  and  oats  and  barley  July  1, 

4/  Inofficial  estimate  based  on  indications  in  early  July. 

^  Imported  grain  and  domestic  wheat  and  rye  fed. 

6/  For  weights  bee  table  8,  April-May  19i»9  Feed  Situation. 


JULY  1950 


-  12  - 


Production  of  byproduct  feeds  in  the  1950-51  feeding  year  is  ex- 
pected to  be  about  the  same  as  in  ly49-50«     Supplies  of  oilseed  cakes 
and  meals  nay  total  close  to  the  record  supply  for  this  season,  and 
another  large  supplj/"  of  other  byproducts  is  in  prospect*    Soybean  meal 
production  is  likely  to  establish  a  new  high  th3.s  year. 

Prices  of  feed  relative  to  orioes  of  neat  animals  or  animal  prod- 
ucts directly  effects  livestock  and  meat  production.    Hi^er  prices  for 
feeds  probably  in  one  of  the  reasons  -Thy  the  spring  pig  crop  increased 
less  than  was  pXwined  last  December.    They  also  help  account  fbr  the 
lighter  slaughter  weights  of  cattle  and  hogs  this  year.    Prices  of  feeds 
are  likely  to  continue  high  in  the  next  season.     The  corn  price  is  likely 
to  be  closer  to  the  loan  rate  this  fall  than  last.    However,  continued 
strong  demand  for  meat  vd.ll  probably  keep  the  price  of  meat  animals  up  so 
that  livestock- feed  price  ratios  xyill  encourage  a  grajiual  increase  in  meat 
production. 

Table  5.-  ?1eat  production  and  feed  concentrate  supplies. 

United  States,  1927-50 


(Data  for  cover  p^ge) 


Meat 

r  Feed  concentrate 

]    Heat  [ 

Feed  concentrate 

:  supply 

]  Year 

supply 

Year] 

',  pro- 

:     Total  : 

Total  less 

'.    pro-  ] 

!  Total 

:Total  less 

[  duction 

:      1/  : 

exports  2/ 

[  duction  ] 

;exports  2/ 

Million 

iv  ill  ion 

Million 

!  Ivdllion 

ml  lion 

Million 

pounds 

tens 

tons 

:  pounds 

tons 

tons 

1927  ! 

16.3 

123.2 

121.9 

!  1940 

:  19wl 

136.5 

135.2 

1928 

:  16.2 

122,9 

121.0 

:  1941 

:  19.6 

140.7 

140.2 

1929 

!  16.1 

126.4 

123.8  ' 

:  1942 

1  21.9 

150,8 

150.1 

1930 

:  16.0 

121.6 

121.0  ! 

t  1943  : 

.24.5 

172.8 

172.6 

1931  " 

:  16.5 

113,3 

112.9  : 

'  1944 

:  25,2 

164.5 

164.2 

1932  : 

16.4 

123,2 

122.7  ! 

1945  J 

'  23.7 

158.1 

157.5 

1933 

:  17.4 

138,3 

137.8  : 

1946      .  : 

23.0 

155.1 

153.9 

1934  ! 

18.8 

115.8 

115.5  : 

1947  : 

23.4 

159.7 

154.5 

1935  • 

:  14.4 

82.8 

82,5  : 

1948  : 

21.4 

134.4 

133.1 

1936  . 

16,8 

114.6 

114.3  : 

1949  : 

21.7 

170.0 

164.6 

1937  . 

:  15.7 

90. C 

69.8  : 

1950  3/  ! 

22.4 

181.2 

176.8 

1938  J 

16.5 

123.3 

118.8  : 

1951  4/  : 

178.3 

1939  ! 

17.5 

130,7 

129.4  : 

domestic  v;hect  r.nd  rye  fed,  end  byproduct  feeds  for  feed,  feeding  year 
beginning  October. 

2/  Total  feed  concentrates  excluding  exoortc  of  feed  grains. 
3/  Partly  fo  recast, 

4^/  Based  on  July  crop  production  prosD^cts, 
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Selected  Price  Statistics  for  Meat  Animals  l/ 


Item 


Unit 


1950 


May 


June 


Cattle  and  calves 

Beef  steers,  slaughter 
Chicago,  Choice  and  I 

Good  

Medium  •  

Comon  ••••••  • 

All  grades   

Omaha,  all  grades 
Sioux  City,  all  grade 
Cows,  Chicago 

Good  *  

Conmon 


Price  received  by  farmers 

Beef  cattle   

Veal  calves   


rDolleirs  pe 

•  1  no  TViund  R 

C  1  %  Ox 

01.  o4 

;  do. 

i  24.59 

28.26 

26,37 

29.19 

29.99 

:  do. 

t  22,76 

25.49 

24,61 

27.10 

27.86 

:  do. 

:  20.77 

22.70 

21.26 

24.44 

24,68 

:  do. 

:  24.58 

27.26 

26.47 

29.02 

50,13 

>  do. 

>  23.35 

25.86 

25.44 

27.64 

28.70 

i  do. 

:  23.12 

26.07 

25.40 

27.99 

29.02 

;  do. 

:  19,53 

20,71 

20.81 

22.92 

22,98 

:  do. 

_^16.35 

17,77 

2/16,68 

19.41 

19,83 

:  do. 

^5,32 

16,27 

_^15,44 

16.36 

16,82 

:  do. 

:  26.62 

50.09 

26.13 

30.58 

29,22 

:  do. 

:  2S.00 

26,47 

22,63 

27.19 

27,44 

:  do. 

i  20.47 

21.58 

20,90 

25,20 

25.70 

t  do. 

:  24.02 

24.75 

25.50 

26.70 

25.90 

Hogs  : 
Barrows  and  gilts  : 
Chicago  : 

160-180  pounds  

180-200  pounds  t  

200-^20  pounds  : 

220-240  pounds   

240-270  pounds  

270-300  pounds  

All  weights  : 

Seven  markets  ^  ,  : 

Sows,  Chicago  : 

Price  received  by  famere  : 

Hog-com  price  ratio  5/  : 

Chicago,  barrows  and  gilts    t 

Price  received  by  fanners,  all  hogs 

t 

Sheep  and  lambs  t 
Sheep  i 
Slaughter  ewes,  Good  and  Choice,  Chicago  : 

Price  received  by  farmers  : 

Lambs  : 
Slaughter,  Good  and  Choice,  Chicago  .....t 
Price  received  by  farmers  i 


All  meat  animals 

Index  number  price  received  by  farmers 


(1910-14-100)  


Heat 

Wholesale,  Chicago 

Steer  beef  carcass.  Good,  500-600  pounds 
Lamb  carcass,  Good,  30-40  pounds  ....... 

Coit^site  hog  products,  including  lard 

72.84  pounds  fresh  

Average  per  100  pounds  , 

71.32  pounds  fresh  and  cured  , 

Average  per  100  pounds  , 

Retail,  United  States  average 

Beef,  Good  grade   

Lamb  

Pork,  including  lard  ,,,, 

Index  number  meat  prices  (BLS) 

Wiolesale  (l926»ioO)  ,  

Retail  (l935-39alOO)   

^  Annual   '"^  ' 


do. 

:  20.48 

17.59 

21.51 

18.66 

19.69 

do. 

:  20.69 

17.80 

21.56 

19.46 

20,30 

do . 

:  20.62 

17.86 

21.51 

19.57 

20  ..59 

do. 

:  20,33 

17.69 

21.33 

19.54 

20.21 

do. 

:  19.82 

17.36 

20.89 

19.35 

19.74 

do. 

:  19,17 

16,93 

20,16 

18.94 

19.05 

do. 

t  19,70 

17.30 

20.76 

18,96 

19.68 

do. 

i  19,58 

17.28 

20,57 

19,01 

19.65 

do. 

:  16,26 

14.82 

16,63 

16,27 

16.36 

do. 

:  18.98 

16,62 

18.80 

18.50 

17.80 

do. 

t  14.6 

12,6 

16.3 

12,8 

15,2 

do. 

t  16,8 

18,4 

16.6 

13,8 

15,1 

do. 

t  11.84 

12,06 

9,41 

10,96 

8.99 

do. 

:  9.97 

10, 54 

9,^92 

11.00 

10,50 

do. 

s  27.37 

26,08 

27,49 

26,89 

27.65 

do. 

<  25.80 

2  5.  66 

24,30 

24.60 

24.80 

:  521 

516 

816 

542 

842 

tDollars  per 
:100  pounds 
i  do. 


Dollars 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Cents 
:per  pound 
:  do, 
:  do. 


89.76 
52.18 

21,72 
29.82 
25,13 
55,24 


44.66 
6/60.48 

18.84 
25.86 
21.90 
30.71 


43.04 
53.34 

21.89 
50,05 
25.10 
55,19 


46.75  48.49 
6/53.37  6/55,40 


20.44 

28  ,.06 
23.39 
52.80 


20.89 
28.68 
24,01 
53,67 


64.9 

69.6 

68.4 

72.2 

76.6 

68.4 

67,T 

77.4 

70.7 

74.0 

41.4 

37,6 

41.9 

39.3 

40»8 

223,3 

atl.4 

230..3 

234.0 

241.4 

226.5 

229.  K 

239.3 

239.9 

248.4 

— ,  -    —  J.U.  uuttviB^iORx  Appenaix  xo  zhie  situation 

2/  Cutter  and  Comnon. 

V  Average  for  prices  of  Cutter  and  Conaion,  and  of  Canner  (Low  Cutter). 

St.  Lsuis  N.  S.  Y.,  Kansas  City,  Omaha.  Sioux  City,  S.  St.  Joseph,  and 
5/  Vanber  bushels  of  com  equijalent  in  value  to  100  pounds  of  live  hogs. 
6/  Prices  of  46-50  lb.  lamb  carcasses  for  months  of  1950  exo&pt  January, 


February  1950. 


S.  St.  Paul. 


JULY  1950  -  14  - 

Selected  marketing,  slaughter  and  stocks  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meats  L 


Item 


Jajiuarv- June 


1950 


1  Unit 

'.  1949 
■ 

1950 

J 

:  1949 
•  June 

:  May 

• 

!  t 

:    Jime      t  July 
:  1 

134 

Ton 

141 

126 

: 1,000 

t 

:  head 

'.  624 

804 

140 

130 

160 

:  do, 
: 

J  650 

748 

138 

157 

166 

. 

:  do. 

6,338 

6,223 

1,095 

1,075 

1,066 

:  do. 

:  3,184 

2,969 

533 

496 

485 

:  do. 

:  5,564 

5,673 

898 

941 

1,019 

:   uo . 

•  25,131 

27,864 

3,746 

4,338 

4,154 

: Percent 
■ 

:  13 

13 

28 

15 

27 

: Pounds 

'.  989 

990 

972 

985 

974 

:  do. 

:  183 

188 

201 

193 

209 

:  do. 

•  95 

99 

88 

95 

90 

:  do. 

,  251 

244 

266 

245 

264 

:  do. 

't  547 

542 

537 

547 

536 

:  do. 

.  103 

105 

113 

108 

117 

:  do. 

45 

47 

42 

46 

43 

:  do. 

140 

137 

149 

137 

146 

:  do. 

56 

56 

56 

56 

55 

:  do. 

38 

36 

39 

36 

40 

:  do.  j 

15 

16 

15 

15 

15 

tliillion. 

:pounds  . 

3,447 

3,373 

585 

585 

572 

:  do.  J 

324 

310 

60 

54 

57 

:  do.  , 

246 

266 

37 

43 

44 

:  do.  . 

3,522 

3,796 

557 

593 

605 

:  do.  . 
:  . 

948 

1,004 

145 

156 

164 

:  : 
J1,000  : 

•head  : 

8,655 

1,494 

1,485 

«M 

•do.  : 

5,382 

898 

849 

Mm 

•do,  : 

6,136 



1,011 

1,034 

... 

!  do.  : 

30,512 

4,447 

5,229 

JMillion: 

^pounds  : 

4,503 

765 

774 

•do.  : 

557 

105 

94 

•  do.  : 

272 

42 

47 

=  do.  : 

4,225 

649 

703 

5  do.  : 

1,071 

162 

178 

Meat  animal  marketings 

Index  number  (1935-39=100) 


Stocker  and  feeder  shipments  to 
8  Com  Belt  States 

Cattle  and  calves   

Sheep  ejid  lajnbs   


Slaughter  under  Federal  inspection 
Number  slaughtered 

Cattle   

Calves  

Sheep  and  lambs  < 

Hogs  

Percentage  sows  ( 

Average  live  weight  per  head 

Cattle   

Calves   ,  

Sheep  and  lambs  

Hogs   

Average  production 

Beef,  per  head  , 

Veal,  per  head  ,., 

Lamb  and  mutton,  per  head   

Pork,  per  head  2/  

Pork,  pel  100  pounds  live  weight 

Lard,  per  head   

Lard,  per  100  pounds  live  weight 
Total  production 

Beef   

Veal   

Lamb  and  mutton   

Pork  2/   

Lard  


Total  conmercial  slaughter 
JJumber  slaughtered 


Hogs   

Total  production 
Beef  


Pork  2/ 
Lard  ... 


: 

Cold  storage  stocks  first  of  month  : 

Beef   

Veal   : 

LaiJb  and  nutton  :  do. 

Pork  ,  do^ 

Total  meat  and  meat  products  ^/  ♦ » » « » '  do. 


do. 
do. 


87 
7 
7 
466 

SI 


91 
8 
8 

542 


72 
6 
7 

492 


61 
7 
7 
466 


^    Annual  dat«  for  rost  series  published  in  Statistical  Appendix  io  this  ?liuatlon,  February  T§So. 
Excludes  lard, 

3/  Federally  inspected,  and  other  wholesale  and  retail. 

5/  Includes  stocks  of  sausage  and  sausage  room  products,  canned  meats  and  canned  meat  products,  and  edible 
offals,  in  addition  to  the  four  meats  listed. 


U.  S,  DepartTTient  of  Agriculture 
V/ashington  25,  D,  C. 
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